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OBJECTIVEOFLIBRARYCATALOGUE–

Librarycatalogueisalistofbooksandotherreadingmaterialsavailableina

particularlibrary.Itdisclosestothereaderthecontentsofalibrarycollection.

Whereas,cataloguingisatechniqueofdescribingthedocumentsinordertohelpthe

readertoidentifythedocumentinwhichheisinterested..Alibrarycatalogueletsa

readerknowifthelibraryhasadocumentforwhichtheauthororthesubjectorthe

exacttitleisknown.Inaddition,itgivesinformationregardingalltheotherbookson

agivenauthororallotherbooksinasubjectorapublisher'sseriesorthedifferent

editionsortranslationsofagiventitleavailableinthelibrary.Inthepreparationof

suchatool,astandardcodeorrulesandproceduresforcataloguingdifferentkinds

ofdocumentsguidecataloguers.

CharlesAmiCutterdescribedtheobjectivesofalibrarycataloguein1876whenhe

publishedthefirsteditionofhisbookRulesforaDictionaryCatalogue.Hisviewson

thesubjectareoftenquotedandarerelevanteventoday.

Accordingtohim,acatalogueshould:

1.enableapersontofindabookofwhich

 theauthor,

 orthetitle,

 orthesubjectisknown

2.showwhatthelibraryhas

 byagivenauthor



 onagivensubject

 inagivenkindofliterature

3.assistinthechoiceofabook

 astoitsedition(bibliographically)

 astoitscharacter(literaryortopical).

Thefirstobjectiveofalibrarycatalogueistoinform theavailability/nonavailabilityofa

particularreadingmaterialinthelibrary.Thereadersmayapproachthecataloguethrough

thenameofanauthorortitle.Theauthorortitleentryshouldprovidethereaderallthe

pertinentinformation.Incasetheentryisundersomeothernameorword,across-

referenceentryshouldbeprovided.Thetitleentriesinthecataloguecatertothetitle

approachofthereaders.Thenameofasubjectisanotheraccesspoint.Inagreatnumber

ofcases,thereaderdoesnotapproachorsearchthecataloguethroughthenameofan

authorortitleofadocument.Hisinterestisinaparticularsubject.Insuchcasesthe

subjectentryinthecataloguefurnisheshim therequisiteinformation.Theconceptsofa

subjectmaybedescribedinvariedterms.Onlystandardisedterminologyisusedin

preparingsubjectentriesinalibrarycatalogue.

Thesecondobjectiveistoshowwhatalibraryhas.Thecataloguelistsalltheworksofa

particularauthoravailableinthelibrarycollection,allthedocumentsavailableinagiven

subjectorinagivenkindofliterature.

Thethirdobjectiveisknownasdescriptivecataloguing.Accordingtotherulesof

descriptivecataloguing,thecharacteristicsofthedocumentsarefullydescribedsothat

onedocumentcanbeidentifiedandisolatedfrom amongstseveralsimilardocuments.

Thistypeofdescriptionis.providedinthecatalogueentriesonlyincaseofneed.Ifthe

rulesofdescriptivecataloguingareappliedindiscriminately,itwouldleadtolarge

expenditure.
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TheFiveLawsofLibraryScienceareasetofbasicguidingprinciplesfordesigningand

operatingalibraryoralibrarysystem.Infact,eachoneoftheactivitiesofalibrarymaybe

deducedfrom theseFiveLaws.Forthepreparationandproductionofalibrarycatalogue,

anumberofusefulguidelinesareimpliedintheseFiveLaws.

TheFirstLaw B̀ooksareforuse'indicatesthenecessityoforganisingthecollectionsofa

libraryformaximum use,byprovidinganumberofphysicalfacilitiesandintroducing

readersservices.Onesuchfacilityistheprovisionoflibrarycatalogue,whichthrowsopen

totheuserstheentirecollectionsofalibrary.

Physicalform ofthelibrarycatalogueshouldbesuchthatitisflexible,canbekeptupto

datebyaddingentriesfornewdocumentaddedtothelibraryfrom timetotime.Similarly,

informationaboutthedocumentintheentryshouldbeadequatetoidentifyadocument.

Anannotationandvariousnotesaregiventohelpthereaderstomakeachoiceamong

documentspossessedbythelibrary.Obviouslywithoutthisessentialandindispensable

tool,userswouldfinditdifficulttousethecollection.Therefore,alibrarycatalogueisa

must.

TheSecondandThirdLaws̀Everyreaderhisbook';̀Everybookitsreader'implythewaya

librarycatalogueshouldprovideaccesstothecollectionsofalibrary,tomeetthe

requirementsofusersaschildren,specialistusers,physicallyhandicappedpersons.

Specialkindsofanalyticalentriesofdocumentsaretobepreparedtorevealthebasic

contentsofdocuments.Forinstance,anexcellentchapteroninformationstorageand

retrieval,formingpartofHandbookinSpecialLibrarianshipislikelytobemissedbya

studentoflibraryscience,iftherearenoanalyticalentriesforthedocument.

TheFourthLaw S̀avethetimeofthereader'placesgreatemphasisontime.Acatalogue

shouldnotonlybesimpleinitsdesignandconstructionbutalsoshouldsavethetimeofa

reader.Everyapproachtoadocument,thatisauthor,title,subject,series,etc.mustbe

providedinacatalogue.Cross-referenceentries(i.e.,seeandseealsoentries)shouldbe

providedforchangeofnamesofpersons,countries,subjectsandinstitutions.Similarly

guidanceintheuseoflibrarycatalogueshouldbeprovidedbyorganisingorientation

coursesfornewcomersinthe.,library.Speedistheessenceofservice.



TheFifthLaw Àlibraryisagrowingorganism'enjoinsalibrarytoviewthecatalogueinits

widestperspective,keepinginviewchangesandgrowthinthenatureandvarietyof

publications,otherformsofdocuments,needsofusers,andsuchotherenvironmental

factors.Theadventofthecomputerandcommunicationtechnologieshasintroducedfar

-reachingchangesbothinthephysicalformsoflibrarycataloguesandintheirinternal

structure.

Terminalsofcomputersarelocatedatdistantpartsofthelibrary.Onlyonemainentryis

adequatetoaccessthedocumentsandaddedentriesarereplacedbyaccesspoints.

Librarynetworksprovideaccesstoresourcesofotherlibraries.

CONCLUSION

Librarycataloguenotonlytakescareofthedifferentapproachesoftheuser’sbutalso

providesallpossibleinformationaboutadocumenttotheuser.Ittakescareofeven

possiblevariationsinspellingandusesofpersonalnamesofauthors.Thusalibrary

catalogueisausefulsearchtoolfortheeffectiveuseofLibrary.
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